T&e Oxford Martyrs

Archbishop, it was necessary to obtain sanction of the
Pope. It was not till the middle of the following
February that the Papal breve arrived and a new
commission came down to Oxford. Sitting before
the high altar in the choir of Christ Church, Thirlby
and Bonn or announced that Cranmer had been tried at
Rome, where, according to the preamble of the Papal
sentence, he had been allowed every opportunity to
answer for himself. " O Lord!" commented
Cranmer, " what lies be these ! " They were directed,
the commissioners continued, to degrade him, ex-
communicate him and deliver him up to the secular
power. The form of degradation was begun, when
Cranmer appealed to the next Free General Council.
The appeal was refused; the degradation was con-
tinued. Cranmer was stripped of his vestments, his
hair was shorn, the sacred unction scraped from his
finger-dps, and he was then dressed in a poor yeoman-
beadle's gown, full bare and nearly worn, and handed
over to the secular power.

" Now are you lord no longer!" cried Bonnor
when the ceremony was finished. " All this needed
not," the Archbishop replied; "I myself had done
with this gear long ago."

Cranmer had been three years in prison ; he was an
old man, and his nerve may well have been upset by
the prolonged delay and fear of death and the recent
degradation which he had undergone. There is no
authentic account of what happened to him during the
next few hours. But Protestant tradition relates that
he was taken from the Cathedral to the Deanery of
Christ Church, where he was entertained at his ease
and exposed to the arguments and exhortations of
Soto, the Spanish friar. He was warned at the same
time that the Queen's mind was so set, that she would
either have Cranmer a Catholic or else no Cranmer at
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